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David S. Kim, CalSTA Secretary 

David S. Kim became the third Secretary of the California State Transportation Agency 

(CalSTA) on July 1, 2019 following his appointment by Governor Newsom in April 2019. In 

this role, David is responsible for oversight of 40,000 employees across eight 

departments, boards and commissions whose mission is to advance a safe, 

environmentally sustainable transportation system that maximizes mobility for all 

Californians. 

A longtime transportation leader with experience in the private sector as well as all 

three levels of government, David served as Vice President, Government Affairs for 

Hyundai Motor Company from 2017-2019. Prior to this assignment, David spent nearly 

eight years in senior level roles at the U.S. Department of Transportation. He served as 

Deputy Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the number two 

position in the agency. Additionally, he was FHWA’s Associate Administrator for Policy 

and Governmental Affairs and before that, spent two years as Deputy Assistant 

Secretary for Governmental Affairs in the Office of the Secretary of Transportation. 

At the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, David led federal, 

state and local government affairs from 2004-2009 as Deputy Executive Officer for 

Federal Advocacy and Government Relations. Additionally, he served in the 

administration of Governor Gray Davis from 1999-2003 where he represented the State 

of California’s interests before Congress and the executive branch on transportation, 

water, energy and environmental priorities. From 1998 to 1999, David worked in the 

Office of the U.S. Trade Representative as Deputy Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for 

Congressional Affairs. He also spent three years as a Washington representative for the 

City of Los Angeles. 

For a decade, David served on the staff of numerous elected officials in Los Angeles, 

Sacramento and Washington. He spent five years working in various capacities with 

Xavier Becerra, during his time in both the California State Assembly and Congress.  Kim 

began his public service career as a field representative and administrative assistant to 

State Senator David Roberti. 

A native of Davis, California, David earned a B.A. in Political Science from Occidental 

College and a Master of Public Administration from the University of Southern California. 
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